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Trying to get knocked up

is knocking this couple out!

MOXIE explores the booming fertility trade and adoption
industry in Lisa Loomer’s outrageous comedy, Expecting Isabel.

(San Diego, CA) An estimated 10% of American couples are having trouble conceiving.  It’s no wonder that fertility is a multi-billion dollar industry in the United States. Many couples spend upward of $100,000 to conceive the child they always dreamed of and often times, after multiple procedures and many rounds of fertility drugs, they are still forced to abandon their pursuit only to enter another complex and booming industry - adoption. It could be hard to find humor surrounding the issue of fertility but the award-winning playwright Lisa Loomer, whose recent play Distracted just appeared off-Broadway starring Sex in The City’s Cynthia Nixon, does find humor and a whole lot more in her play Expecting Isabel. MOXIE theatre starts the New Year off right January 9, 2010 at 8pm with the San Diego premiere of Loomer’s comedy, Expecting Isabel.
Miranda and Nick didn’t want children, until they did. Expecting Isabel follows one New York couple trying to have a baby by any means necessary. The overwhelming fertility trade and adoption industry provide the backdrop for this fast paced comedy containing 24 characters played by a versatile ensemble of seven San Diego actors including Stephen Elton, Amanda Cooley Davis, Jo Ann Glover, Rhona Gold, Justin Lang, Mark Petrich and Sandra Ruiz. Director Jennifer Eve Thorn, who recently took on the issues of pedophilia and eating disorders in the dark and highly successful comedy The Sugar Syndrome, dives head first into this sprawling comedy which touches on one of the most challenging issues facing couples today.

“It’s an interesting time for me to explore this play” says Thorn. “When the play opens I’ll be just over 8 months pregnant. Some people think I’m crazy to open a show then, but I learned from my past pregnant directing experiences Devil Dog Six and Victoria Martin Math Team Queen, that directing while pregnant can be a powerful thing. My husband and I didn’t have to negotiate the fertility industry but we’re surrounded by friends and family who are struggling or have struggled to conceive. I’m drawn to this play for that reason and am honored to shed light on an issue that affects so many people I love.”
Expecting Isabel begins previews January 1, 2010 and Opening Night is January 9th at 8pm with a post-show reception; the play runs through February 2, 2010 at the Rolando Theatre, 6663 El Cajon Blvd San Diego, CA 92115.
Tickets: General Admission is $25. Opening Night $35 and Previews are $15. Discounts for Seniors, Students and Military are available.  Call 858-598-7620 or visit www.moxietheatre.com to purchase tickets. 

WHO’S WHO

Lisa Loomer (Playwright) Lisa Loomer's most recent play, Distracted, had its world premiere at the Mark Taper Forum, went on to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival and will open at the Roundabout Theater in New York in 2009. Living Out had its world premiere at the Mark Taper Forum and was produced at Second Stage in New York in 2003, directed by Jo Bonney. It has subsequently been produced across America at such theaters as Seattle Repertory, Missouri Repertory, Mixed Blood, Borderlands and Theater Works, as well as abroad, in both English and bilingual productions. Loomer is perhaps best known for The Waiting Room which went from the Williamstown Theater Festival to the Mark Taper Forum to highly successful productions at Arena Stage and Trinity Repertory Company and then on to the Vineyard Theatre in New York. It has subsequently been produced at theaters throughout the United States, in Europe and in Egypt. Loomer's first work for theater was a collaboration entitled A Crowd of Two at the American Place Theatre. This was followed by a one-woman show All By Herselves at the Westside Arts. She began writing plays at the Intar playwrights lab, under the direction of Maria Irene Fornes. Her first play, Birds, was produced by South Coast Repertory. Subsequent works include Maria, Maria, Maria, Maria!; Accelerando; Looking for Angels; Cuts and Chain of Life, which have been produced at such theaters as the Public Theatre, Intar, the Los Angeles Theatre Center, Mixed Blood, the Open Eye and the Odyssey. Expecting Isabel had its world premiere at Arena Stage and its West Coast premiere at the Taper. Bocon!, a political fable for young audiences, began at the Taper and has been seen throughout the country from the Kennedy Center to Seattle's Group Theater, Stage Left in Chicago, the La Jolla Playhouse, as well as in Germany, Alaska and Mexico. For the Cornerstone Theatre Company, she wrote Broken Hearts, produced at the Los Angeles Theater Center. The "B.H. Mystery" brought together actors and community people from four "BH" neighborhoods in L.A.: Boyle Heights, Broadway Hill (or Chinatown), Baldwin Hills and Beverly Hills. Loomer is an alumna of New Dramatists and the recipient of two grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and a grant from the New York Foundation for the Arts. Awards include the Jane Chambers Award, the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, the Kennedy Center Fund for New American Plays Award, a Garland Award and the American Theatre Critics Association Award (twice). She also received an Imagen Award for positive portrayals of Latinos in all media. Her plays appear in The Best Plays of 1998-1999, The Best Plays of 1994-1995 and The Best Plays of 2003-4 and are published by Dramatists Play Service, TCG (Theatre Communications Group), Dramatic Publishing and Arte Publico Press. The Waiting Room and Living Out are taught in university drama programs, Women's Studies programs and Latino Studies programs. Loomer is also a screenwriter. Her first film, Looking For Angels, was chosen by Sundance for its first co-lab with the Latin American Film Institute in Cuba where she had the opportunity to work with Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Other film credits include Girl, Interrupted and Nappily Ever After for Halle Berry, soon to be in production.
Jennifer Eve Thorn (Director) (Associate Artistic Director and Marketing Director for MOXIE) Jennifer is a director, actress and a playwright.  Recent directing credits for MOXIE Theatre include Drink Me (w/Delicia Turner Sonnenberg) The Sugar Syndrome, Victoria Martin Math Team Queen (Patte Award for Outstanding Direction) Devil Dog Six (with Esther Emery) (San Diego Critic’s Circle Award for Best New Play), Fall, Dog Act (with Delicia Turner Sonnenberg). Jennifer is the recent recipient of a Global Leadership Award from the YPO International for an event MOXIE co-produced and she directed How I Learned to Drive- A Lesson For Life in both San Diego and Miami, FL. Assistant Directing credits include Story Theatre (North Coast Rep Theatre with David Ellenstein), Kimberly Akimbo (6th at Penn Theatre/MOXIE Theatre with Delicia Turner Sonnenberg), Othello (San Diego Women’s Rep with Delicia Turner Sonnenberg), Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf (San Diego Rep Theatre with Todd Salovey). She studied directing with Clair Davidson at the College of Santa Fe in New Mexico. 

MOXIE Theatre is a professional non-profit theatre founded by the critically acclaimed group of performers and directors; Delicia Turner Sonnenberg, Jennifer Eve Thorn, Jo Anne Glover and Liv Kellgren.  The mission of MOXIE Theatre is to expand the idea of what is feminine by using the intimate art of theatre to create more honest and diverse female images for our culture.  

Expecting Isabel
FACT SHEET

WHAT:


MOXIE Theatre presents


Expecting Isabel

by Lisa loomer
WHERE:


MOXIE Theatre 




The Rolando Theatre  
                                                    6663 El Cajon Blvd San Diego, CA 92115
WHO:


Written by Lisa Loomer



Directed by Jennifer Eve Thorn

                   Featuring: Stephen Elton, Amanda Cooley Davis 

Jo Anne Glover, Rhona Gold, Justin Lang, Mark Petrich, 
and Sandra Ruiz

 DATES:


Previews: Jan 1,2,3,7 and 8, 2010



Opens: Saturday January 9 @ 8 PM




Closes: Sunday February 7, 2010 2pm
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PRICES:

 
Previews



$15.00




Opening Night                                         $35.00





Friday, Saturday, Sunday   

$25.00




EVERY THURSDAY


$20.00 

 DISCOUNTS: 


Seniors, Students, Military, AASD
$20.00
                                                    ***Pay What You Can Night

 HOW:

              By phone: 858-598-7620   Online: www.moxietheatre.com
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